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Britons and green space



Britons have lost confidence in the Labour

government’s ability to improve their lives

Few Britons and particularly Labour to Reform switchers have
confidence the government will improve their lives

Please indicate which statement you agree with more using a scale of 1to 4 where 1 means
you completely agree with the first statement and 4 the second statement.

@ 1- | expect the Labour government will improve the lives of people likeme @®2- @ 3-
@ 4-1do not expect the Labour government will improve the lives of people like me

All 2024 Labour voters _n““

Labour Loyalists (2024 Lab, Lab now) ““nﬂ
2024 Labour to Reform switchers nnn_
2024 Labour to LD/Green switchers “““
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Confidence in Labour’s ability to
improve Britons’ lives has collapsed:
immediately after the election 54 per
cent of Britons thought the government
would improve their lives. This has
fallen to just 27 per cent of Britons.

This lack of confidence in the
government’s ability to make Britons’
lives better cuts across our segments.
While our Right-leaning segments are
particularly pessimistic, majorities of
every segment don’t think this Labour
government will improve their lives.



Green space is what makes people most proud of

where they live

Parks and green spaces are just as important sources of pride for those in With their grou nding in core values and morals. our seven
urban areas as they are for those in rural areas . . ’
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inking about where you are from, what makes you most proud of your local area? L. . ) 3
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Thinking about where you are from, in a few words what makes you most
proud of your local area?

The parks/green spaces
The nature
The sense of community

Ourlocal history
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But what do the public consider quality green space?

What do you think are the most important features for making a green space a high-quality
green space?

All Britons

Has diverse natural wildlife and
plants to see

Well-maintained grass, plants and
natural features

Free to access with no entry costs

Clean and free from litter or
vandalism

Has quiet areas for relaxation
Safe to use at different times of

day

Has good facilities (e.g. toilets,
benches, bins)

Has adequate seating and rest
areas

Well ted with footpath
and cycle routes

Accessible for people with
disabilities or mobility issues

Well-lit pathways and areas
Has things for children to do (e.g.
playground equipment)

Has water features (e.g. ponds,
fountains)

Community events and activities
take place there

Has sports or exercise facilities
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The number one criteria for all Britons is the natural
wildlife and plants in a green space. Number two is
well maintained grass, plants and natural features.

At third and forth, is free access with no entry costs
and being clean from vandalism and graffiti.

Criteria which are less important are sports and
exercise facilities and water features such as
fountains.

Divergence across the segments become along the
lines of safety, where Established Liberals are the
segment least concerned about safety at all times of
day.

The ability to see and connect with nature is
imperative to quality green space, but not without
social elements such as cost and cleanliness.



Why is green space important to Britons?

Why do you think having access to green spaces is important?

The mental health benefits it
brings

They allow me to connect to
nature

They provide somewhere to
exercise e.g go fora walk or run.

| enjoy seeing wildlife

They make the area more
attractive to look at

They provide a space for children
to play

They bring benefits for the local
environment e.g. improving air
quality or cooling temperatures...
They support local biodiversity
which is important for the
environment.

They provide spaces for walking
dogs

They help reduce loneliness e.g. by
meeting friends or bumping into
new people/people you know...
They create a sense of community
pride

They provide spaces for
community groups to meet up and
hold events

They provide value to the local
economy

They increase property values in
the area
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The most important advantage of green spaces to
Britons are the mental health benefits they bring -
two-fifths of Britons name this as a top benefit.

When looking at Britons who suffer with mental
health issues this number rises to 58 per cent, saying
that the mental health benefits are most important to
them.

Second, is the ability to connect with nature and
third is the provision of space to exercise.

While Britons recognise the intrinsic value of green
spaces, the instrumental benefits they bring to people
are why they are so important.

“l just think they’re good because then even if kids
live in an area let's say, where they've not got a
really nice space, they've still got somewhere they
could sit on the grass or be able to sit with a friends
and discuss problems or family troubles, do you get
what I'm saying?”

- Josh, Apprentice, Grimsby



Green spaces cut through the ‘zero-sum’ politics of

Britain

Britons overwhelmingly believe we are all equal beneficaries of green
spaces
Who do you think benefits the most from green spaces in your local area?
Select up to three

All

Everyone equally |-
The young ]
The elderly | INEET
Community groups | NNRNNED
Sports teams | NENGE
Poor people I
Tourists |G
Women IR
Disabled people I}
Men HE
Not applicable [JE
The local council [IE

White people [lE

Non-disabled people
omeoneelselD ple ©

please

specify) [ 2]

Ethnic mmormes 1]
Rich people fl

@(3 More in

Q@@ Common More in Common « October 2025

“Yeah, | think they [green spaces] are used a lot aren't they by everybody for walking,
exercise, dog walking, like say taking the kids out for a walk. It's not always people with kids
or dogs. Everybody seems to have a use for them.”

Catherine, Scunthorpe, Labour voter considering Reform

Increasing economic insecurity and feelings that
those coming to the UK (both legally and illegally)
are getting unfair handouts, has created a growing
sense of ‘zero-sum politics’ among Britons.

Almost all policies are seen to have winners and
losers, with few Britons thinking they personally will
be the beneficiaries. Anything positive promised by
the government is met with scepticism and
suggestions there must be a catch.

However, green spaces are seen as more of a
collective asset. Asked who they think benefits most
from green spaces in their local area - three fifths of
Britons (61 per cent) say everyone benefits equally.

This sense of green spaces being seen as a shared
asset all people can enjoy is true for voters of all
political parties and all seven of our segments with
Rooted Patriots (70 per cent) particularly like to say
this.



What stops people from accessing green spaces?

Besides bad weather, safety and in particular anti-social behaviour is the biggest barrier
stopping people from accessing green spaces

Safety is a top concern for those at risk of exclusion from green spaces

Total safety (Safety + Anti-social behaviour)
Poor weather conditions
Anti-social behavior in the green spaces

Not enough facilities/amenities e.g. no toilet or cafe

Poor lighting making the spaces feel unwelcoming
in the evening

Lack of seating or rest areas

Feeling unsafe in green spaces

The green spaces looking degraded e.g. lots of
litter/rubbish.

I don't have enough time to go to green spaces

Alack of maintenance of the green spaces e.g. from
the council

Limited spaces to park the car/cost of parking

Lack of accessible paths or facilities for people with
disabilities or mobility issues

Located too far away from me to travel to

Costof entry

Not enough facilities/things to do for
children/young people there.

They are too busy/too many people there

Lack of information about what green spaces | can
go to nearby me

Cost of travelling there

Can't getto the green spaces e.g. not accessible or
lack of public transport links

The opening/closing times for the green spaces are
unworkable for me

Other (please specify)

Not applicable
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Safety is a greater concern for groups at risk of being
excluded from accessing green spaces than the general
public. While 25 per cent of Britons say at least one of
feeling unsafe or anti-social behaviour is the biggest
barrier preventing them from using green spaces more,
this figure is 26 per cent for women, 31 per cent for
disabled Britons and 43 per cent for those who say it is
difficult for them to access green spaces.

Tackling safety concerns should be a priority for
ensuring all Britons feel they can access green spaces.



Government, politics and
policies of green space



Britons believe the maintenance of green spaces

should be the responsibility of government

Britons think local government should hold responsibility for maintaining

green spaces

How responsible do you think the following should be for maintaining/upkeeping the quality of green spaces in your

@ Very responsib

Regional government e.g. Mayor/devolved
government

local area?

le @Don'tknow @ Not very responsibl Not at all responsib

o __HH

Community/voluntary groups of local
esidents
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In focus group conversations, it is clear that while the public value
the role local community groups play in looking after green spaces,
they feel they are filling a vacuum left by government.

While they viewed local residents as having specific knowledge and
expertise that should be incorporated into the management of
green spaces they fundamentally believed that responsibility for
the creation and maintenance should rest with government and
saw this as a core responsibility for local councils.

In total, 93 per cent of Britons believe councils should either be
somewhat or very responsible for maintaining the quality of local
green spaces compared to 66 per cent who say the same for
community groups and 64 per cent who say the same for the
national government.

Given they view politicians and government, at the local level, as
having responsibility for upkeep of green spaces it naturally
followed for our focus group participants that they would like to
see those in power driving improvements and the solutions to the
problems green spaces face.



There is support for a range of policies to promote green

space

All policies tested command majority support

To what extent would support or oppose the following potential government policies to create new or increase the quality of existing green spaces in Britain?

@ Strongly support @ Somewhat support @ Neither support nor oppose
@ Strongly oppose
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All of the policies tested around improving green
spaces had a majority support from the public,
showing that there is overwhelming desire to
improve Britain’s green spaces.

An incredibly popular policy is access to nature in
schools with near universal support. At the same
time, looking to reform regulation around
Biodiversity Net Gain to have a focus of local nature
rather than national exchanges is notably popular.

Park rangers in the community to tackle anti-social
behaviour and ensure that parks were properly
maintained performed well in focus groups and
polling, which helps in restoring degraded places
with a sense of care.

The one falling point in the eyes of the public was
relying too much on central government, especially
where Britons feel they’ve been let down in the past.



What | think is right is that they should talk to the people as well. The community. They should talk to the
community - what do you want? How do you want this money spent and this is what we've got so what do you
want?

Bebe, An interpreter living in Birmingham

The Government funds projects and the community does the work. So if you can set out live projects for us or if
you could put stuff in place that the communities can guide and they can pay for it.

Zane, A quantity surveyor living in Birmingham

We'd have people that care about our communities doing stuff. The council don't care about our community. So
the getting funding to the people that do care about our community would be great.

Stacey, Homemaker, Grimsby



Britons would be extremely receptive to Pride in Place

funding going to increasing the quality of local green spaces

Funding improvements to the quality of green spaces is the second most

popular possible use of Pride in Place Programme Funding

Below is a list of potential things that could be done to try to make your local town or area a better place to live.
Please indicate which of them you think would make the most positive and least positive impact on how nice a

place your local area is to live.

Funding to improve the quality of streets/public areas e.g. benches, bus
shelters, repainting public spaces, improving the quality of pavements.
Funding t6 improve the quality of/refurbish existing parks, community
gardens and green spaces.

Funding to bring disused high street premises back into commercial use
Funding to create new parks, community gardens and green spaces in

he community.

Funding to refurbish o improve public assets used for community
activities e g.village hall or community oentre

Funding to improve the quality of lighting e:g. new or refurbished street
lighting.

Funding to create new and refurbish existing footpaths and cycleways
Funding to create new or improve existing toilet facilities e.g. new

¢l endgin? places

Funding to community groups to take ownership of and refurbish a
isused community asset e.g. a pub.

Funding to increase the rollout of CCTV cameras.

Funding to create orimprove sports facilties in the community e.g-tennis
courts or football pitches

Funding to create orimprove libraries in the community
Funding to deliver improvements to canal towpaths or riverside walks.
Funding to local business owners to improve their shop fronts

Funding for infrastructure to support street markets.
Funding to create new or expand existing community programmes to
promote community cohesion e.g. interfaith spaces and events.

Funding to create or improve heritage sites e.g. statues in the community
Funding to create or refurbish a pavilion or bandstand to support cultural
and sporting events.

Funding to create or improve theatres in the community
Funding to create or improve museums in the community
Funding to create or improve art galleries in the community
Funding to create new public art displays e.g. murals

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80
0 =least popular, 100 = most popular
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were tested through a maxdiff experiment. The chart shows their relative ranking.

63 Common All potential uses open to local authorities through the Pride in Place programme (Pride in Place Prospectus - example activities)

The government’s new Pride in Place programme and the
funding contained within it provides an opportunity to deliver
these improvements to local green spaces.

A Maxdiff experiment was run to test which of the potential
uses of Pride in Place funding by local councils (as outlined in
the ‘Exemplar Activities’ document) Britons see as having the
greatest potential to make their local community a nicer place
to live.

This found that Britons see funding the maintenance and
improvement of existing green spaces as the second most
effective use of Pride in Place money - behind only public realm
improvements.

This was true for Britons of all political backgrounds including
Rooted Patriots demonstrating that using the scheme to
improve Britons’ access to green spaces and the quality of local
green spaces could play an important role in rebuilding public
confidence in the government’s ability to improve Britons’ lives
and local communities.



Improving green spaces has a major boost to confidence in

national and local government

Improving the quality of green spaces would give Britons more confidence in the ability of those in power
to improve their local communities than cutting legal migration

If the UK government [your local council/ your local MP] was to achieve [or strongly campaign for] the following things, then which would grow your

confidence that they are capable of making your local area a better place to live the most and least?

Uk Government
Reduce NHS waiting lists
Reduce energy bills

Reduce the cost of grocery bills

Improve local road maintenance

and repair potholes

Improve the quality/maintenance
of existing green spaces, parks or
natural habits in your local area

Stop the housing of asylum
seekers in hotels
Create new high quality green

spaces, parks or natural habitats in
our local area

~

Reduce anti-social behaviour in
your local area

N

Reduce the number of legal
migrants coming to the UK
Improve the provision and
availability of public transport in
rea

reate new community
facilities/centres e.g. youth clubs in
your local area

Improve local school standards
and facilities

Attract financial investment from
foreign businesses into your local
area

Build more homes in your local
area

Improve mobile phone and
broadband connectivity in your

8
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Local Council
Reduce NHS waiting lists

Reduce energy bills

Improve local road maintenance
and repair potholes

Improve the quality/maintenance
of est:.n%green spaces, parks or
natural habits in your local area

Reduce the cost of grocery bills

Create new high quality green
spaces, parks or natural habitats in
your local area

Reduce anti-social behaviour in .
your local area

Stop the housing of asylum
seekers in hotels

Reduce the number of legal

migrants coming to the
Improve the provision and
svailabiliy of public transportin
rarea.

Improve local school standards
and facilities

eate new community
facilities/cantras o.g. youth clubs in
your local area

Attract financial investment from
foreign businesses into your local
area

Build more homes in your local
area

Improve mobile phone and
broadband connectivity in your
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Local MP
Reduce NHS waiting lists
Reduce energy bills

Reduce the cost of grocery bills

Improve local road maintenance
and repair potholes

Improve the quality/maintenance
of existing green spaces, parks or
natural habits in your local area

Stop the housing of asylum
seekers in hotels

Reduce anti-social behaviour in
your local area

Reduce the number of legal
migrants coming to the
Create new high quality green
spaces, parks or natural habitats in
ur local area
Improveltiia provision and
availability of public transportin
rares

Improve local school standards
and facilities

reate new community
facilities/centres e.g. youth clubs in
your local area

Attract financial investment from
foreign businesses into your local
area

Build more homes in your local
area

Improve mobile phone and
broadband connectivity in your [JPR]

0123456738910
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0= Least, 12=Most. [Units are utility scores in maxdiff experiment]
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In the ranking of things the UK government could
do to improve confidence in their ability to make
Britons’ local areas nicer places to live, improving
green spaces comes fifth, outperforming the ending
of the housing of asylum seekers in hotels.

It ranks in fifth on this metric for local MPs as well
and reflective of their reduced ability to influence
this, the improvement of green spaces outperforms
reducing the cost of grocery bills for local councils,
leaving it as the fourth best thing local councils
could achieve or campaign for to grow public
confidence in their ability to make their local areas
better places to live.



The key takeaways

Centre people not plants

Tackle concerns around safety

Mental health offers an
opportunity to broaden the
coalition

One thing the sector can be guilty of is
focusing on the importance of the green
spaces for the environment, not for people
themselves.

Britons love green spaces, primarily,
because of the benefits they bring to
themselves as individuals.

A mission to improve the quality of green
spaces could play areal role in addressing
the perception of a ‘Broken Britain’ that
dominates the national mood.

To unlock support for this the sector must
focus on making the case for what green
spaces do for people, not plants and
biodiversity.

While Britons love their green spaces,

there are clear safety barriers stopping

them from enjoying them - particularly
around anti-social behaviour.

When talking about improving green
spaces, emphasise the need to make them
safer and tackle the anti-social behaviour

which harms the experiences of other

users of green spaces.

While the environmental benefits of green
spaces are acknowledged, it is the mental
health and wellbeing benefits that green
spaces offer which are seen as most
important for the public.

This is particularly the case for
Right-leaning segments who aren’t the
stereotypical champions of green spaces.

Emphasising the mental health benefits of
green spaces is the best way of growing
and diversifying support for them.



Questions?
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Randomised control Trial: Testing the most effective

messages

To examine the most effective messages for galvanising support for green spaces and voluntary action to protect them - we ran
arandomised control trial with survey participants randomly split into five groups and either shown a specific frame or no frame
(control). Observing how these groups respond to subsequent question allows us to identify the effectiveness of the messages

Environmental benefits Public health

Green spaces and environments reduce
flooding risks by catching rainwater, clean air
by stopping particulates floating in the air,
No message shown and cool areas by providing more shade. They
also provide a place for wildlife and
biodiversity to live and thrive which is
important in itself.

Mental health Community connectedness

Green spaces are the glue which hold our
communities together. They facilitate chance
meetings, small chats and smiles with neighbours
and friends. Community parks and gardens host
thousands of volunteers, children's birthday
parties, picnics, sports teams and much more
every week. Green spaces play a vital role in
connecting people up and down the country.

Green spaces make Britain a healthier place.
Giving people the space to go outside and
exercise, be that dog walking, running or
playing sports, they get people more active,
improving their health and saving money for
the NHS in the long run.

Green spaces support the mental health of
people who live nearby or visit them. Research
has shown that access to green space can
decrease rates of depression, anxiety, and
overall reduces levels of stress. Many health
practitioners are even starting to prescribe time
in nature as a means to improve mental health.



